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the Scoop on Jack Black

	 Ron Reagan Jr. was the best guy I knew. He was a corre-
spondent with “Good Morning America.” We’re going to lunch 
one day and he says, “Let’s drop in on Mom and Dad.” So  
I dropped in on the President.
 
Scoop: What did you do to win an Emmy?
 
JB: I won one for the Summer Olympics in Los Angeles. That 
was for camera. My wife Lisa also won an Emmy for that. My 
son took Lisa’s statue to school. It got broken in show-and-tell. 

Scoop: How did you end up in Naples?

 JB: I burned out, so I took a buyout in ‘91. I was working for 
“Good Morning America.” Usually, I worked west of the Mis-
sissippi. That’s the divider. David Hartman was host; he looked 
after us really well. But I had to get up at 1 a.m. to set up for 
live satellite feed to New York and be ready to go by 4 a.m.
 
	 We moved to Bellingham, Wash. My wife doesn’t like the 
cold. In 2002 we came to visit my aunt and uncle in Naples. 
We’ve been here a little more than five years now.
 
Scoop: And now you’re at the La Playa.
 
JB: Kari, No. 1 daughter, started working there as conference 
service manager. She told me they need audio/visual people.  
I got hired part-time. Now I’m regional director. (Jack also  
has a daughter Nicole, 20, at UCF and a son Robbie, 16, at 
Barron Collier.)

Jack with his Emmy in his office at home in Monterey, North Naples

Jack’s “nice work” award ... a gag gift from Chuck Barris

Scoop: How was it working the Academy 
Awards?
 
JB: Barbra Streisand got me in trouble once. 
She was performing “Evergreen.” I’m doing 
sound in a box hanging from chains in the 
ceiling over the stage. I’m wearing headsets. 

	 The director says, “OK, Barbra, that was 
great.” She says, “No! Hang on a minute.” 
 She says, “Jack, what do you think, shall 
we do it another time?”
 
	 It didn’t feel right to me. “Barbra,” I say, 
“let’s do it again.” Rehearsal time is primo, 
big bucks. “She says, ‘Jack wants to do it 
again.’ “ The director screams, “Who the 
---- is Jack?” He forgot I was up there in 
the crow’s nest.
 
	 So we do it again. Barbra Streisand 
stops the world so Jack can get the song 
right. Strong, strong woman. Believe me. 
She wins an Academy Award for that song, 
that night.

Photos by Amber Frederiksen



On deck with NPC
March 5 (Wednesday) -- Be in the 
audience for the taping of Naples 
Daily News editorial page editor Jeff 
Lytle’s “One on One” show, beginning 
with a pre-taping coffee and Danish. 
Afterward, there’s a Q&A with Lytle 
and remarks from the new president 
of Comcast’s local operations, Barbara 
Hagan. First 18 members who RSVP to 
Arthur Hecht at ahanaples@comcast.
net can attend. Meet at 8:30 a.m. at 
Comcast’s 301 Tower Rd. facility.      
March 12 (Wednesday) -- Freedom 
of the Press Day, in association with 
Marine Corps League of Naples, at the 
Hilton. This year’s honored guest is 
James Brady (Parade columnist, former 
editor of New York magazine, former 
publisher of Women’s Wear Daily). 
Buffet at 11 a.m., Marine ceremonies, 
Brady speech and book-signing. Tickets 
$30. RSVP by March 5 with check pay- 
able to MCL of Naples and mailed to 
Marine Corps League, c/o Michael 
Trephan, 2900 Gulf Shore Blvd. N., #113, 
Naples, FL 34103. Note: no walk-ins.  
March 20 (Thursday) -- Luncheon 
meeting at Bellasera, 11:30 a.m., fea-
turing WINK anchor Lois Thome, with 
Phil Beuth leading the Q&A. RSVP by 
noon March 17, at 513-4847.  
April 5, 6 (Saturday, Sunday) -- Writ-
ers’ Conference; Authors and Books 
Festival. Details, centerfold. 
April 10 (Thursday) -- Cocktail party, 
6-8 p.m., with artist Jonathan Green 
and private showing of his latest 
works at his new Bayfront gallery. 
April 24 (Thursday) -- Insiders luncheon 
with Myra Daniels, president and CEO, 
Naples Philharmonic, at the Phil.    
Note: For NPC luncheons, members 
$20, others $25.  More details will be 
sent to members via e-mail blasts.

Lunch with Lasser — As part of our 
partnership with the Naples Art Associa- 
tion, the club helped sponsor a lunch- 
eon on Feb. 11 at the von Liebig fea- 
turing NPR personality/American 
music author Michael Lasser. Museum 
assistant director, Ginamarie Pugliese, 
thoughtfully arranged for preferred  
entrance and private time for NPC’ers 
with Mr. Lasser. Thanks, Ginamarie.
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The view from FGCU
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	 Despite the desultory state of the newspaper industry, the new publisher 
of the Naples Daily News, Chris Doyle, provided a mostly brisk outlook at 
the club’s Insiders Breakfast at the Bellasera on Jan. 24.
 
     He told us the NDN is getting a “7 percent lift” in readership from  
on-line ... “we’re definitely going forward with our new plant on Immokalee” 
... “we’ll be installing a state of the art press ... the Mercedes of presses ... 
when things bounce back, we’ll be so much better off.”
 
     BUT ... and of course this is the big but ... “we’re not beefing up our 
editorial staff.”  

	 Carol O’Flaherty’s dad wrote for “The Honeymooners” ... Cynthia 
Bercowetz used to write the “Tell It To George” column for the Hartford 
Times ... Phil Beuth urged that the club’s motto be MINE, for Membership 
Is Not Enough -- “don’t just sit around being a member ... do something 
more” ... Eileen Swift’s daughter Aisling covers the courts for the NDN ... 
Wil Yegge got a tattoo on his arm as a second-year med student ... Sandy 
Yeyati’s parents come from Argentina.
 
     Those attending the club’s luncheon on Jan. 10 gleaned these tidbits about 
their fellow members, and lots more, thanks to WINK anchor Trey Radel, 
whose roving microphone as emcee captured something from everyone. His 
geniality and quick interview prowess made this get-to-know-you event quite 
the success as we debuted our meetings at the Bellasera.
 
     Ah, but that’s not all ... with a camera crew from his station fortuitously 
on hand in the hotel on another assignment, Trey was able to give the NPC 
a segment on his 7 o’clock news that evening.

Talk about the Good Timing Award ... at the very luncheon 
(Feb. 21) in which we launch our scholarship drive, we have 

a speaker ... Wilson Bradshaw (pictured), the new president 
of Florida Gulf Coast University ... who gives us a glimpse of 

what life is like on campus these days.
 

     In his most informative remarks at the Bellasera, not 
to mention quick-witted, Dr. Bradshaw told 
us FGCU “is the fastest growing university in 
the state of Florida,” with 9,347 students now, 
and expecting “over 10,000” next year.
 
     If we were to visit, we would see “a new 
college of business going up, a new school 
of engineering going up, a new hospitality 
management building going up, a new residence 
hall just for freshmen” ... as well as what might be 
our local U’s hot spot ... “Starbucks.”
 
     As for journalism, he said FGCU is “working on a concentration” in it, 
and he indicated this particular day with us was special ... “it’s my 101st 
day in office!!!” Photo by Amber Frederiksen


